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Margen Kelsey Named New Site Manager

for Sanborn House, Rental Promotion

Margen Kelsey, a Winchester resident for the past 16 years, has been hired by
the Winchester Hostorical Society to be in eharge of operations at its
Sanborn House headquarters. Kelsey replaces outgoing WHS Executive
Director Rebekah Beaulieu, whose position has now been redesignared

Site Manager.

Kelsey brings experience in historic preservation planning and r10r1—pr0ﬁr
management to the Historical Society. With a degree in Art History from
Williams College, she brings a lifelong interest in architecture, hisrory, art and
culture to the position. Over the past two decades she has worked with numerous

boards, Wearing L'I'IE many ['131'5 0{: staff, volurlreer and board president‘

At the Somerville Historic Preservation Commission, she expanded local

historic districts and nominated the Somerville Theatre in Davis Square to the

3 National Register of Historic Places when threatened by developmenr‘ As a Main

Margen Kelsey, new Site Manager Streets manager in East Boston, she coordinated downtown revitalization efforts
and promoted signage and storefront improvements among local business owners.

She is an active board member of Parent to Parent in Winchester and the Royall House and Slave Quarters in Medford,

where she is overseeing a project to develop an interactive curriculum for ﬁﬁ:h—graders visiting the museum.

Margen and her husband Mark Pine moved to Winchester in 1997, Their two older children are in eollege, and their
youngest attends Winchester High School, where Mark teaches mathematics. In addition to managing the Sanborn House
and promoting rental opportunities for it, Margen hopes to engage more people of all ages in local history‘ [ |

TREASURER'’S REPORT

WHS Receives grants for Sanborn House Renovation
b}-‘ Nancy Schrock

We are pleased to announce that the Winchester Historical Society received three
grants for projects to restore the historic Sanborn House. These three projects are
top priorities in our strategic plan making the restored house accessible to the en-

tire Winchester communit}h

The En Ka Society has continued its support of efforts to upgrade the kitchen :
facilities so as to be useful for catered events. This year En Ka contributed $4,000 New stainless steel sinks in the Sanborn kitchen
toward the purehase of 7 replaeemenr windows for the 1906 originals, which were in poor condition with deteriorated wood

casings and single glazing. Previous En Ka grants in 2009 and 2012 provided stainless steel tables and upgrades to plumbing

[continued on next page]
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TREASURER’S REPORT (continued)

ThE kitCI'lEﬂ Nnow meets thE B()Sl.l’d 0{: Health requirements for catering, expanding thE use 0{: thE h()USE for community

functions.

In the past, the Griffin Foundation has provided funds for improvements to the front entrance and a master plan for the
landscape design. This year the Foundation, undert its Beautifying ‘Winchester Program, donated $14,000 toward the
$25,000 cost of restoring one of the town’s most beautiful public artworks, the stained glass window over the front entrance.
(see article on page S.)

The most extensive project is the least visible because all work is taking place in the basement. WHS was one of 100 local
non—proﬁt organizations to receive grants from the Cummings Foundation. The foundation will fund the equipment and

provide the expertise to replace two aged oil-fired boilers with new energy—efﬁcient gas—ﬁred ones. Reliable heating will ﬁnally

make it possible to use the house throughout the winter without fear of breakdowns and astronomical oil bills.

As part of the application process for the Cummings Foundation, WHS submitted an in—depth proﬁle of its missions,

programs, management, governance and financials to The Giving Commons, an initiative of the Boston Foundation, a free

online resource to inform philanthropic activities in Massachusetts. We encourage you to visit its website:

WwW‘thegivingcommon.org to IE‘Q.I'I’I more.

Annual Appeal 2012: Thank you to our many donors!

The Winchester Historical Society relies on the generous financial support of its members and friends to fund

SOCi.EL'Y programs, operations, and i.lTl‘PI'OVEmE]'lL'S to 1ts headquarters, L'I'IE Sanborn H()LISE‘ ThE {:OHOWil'lg hﬂVE Cl()l'lﬂtﬂd to

the 2012 Annual Appeal and other fundraising efforts dut‘ing the last 12 months. We thank you all!
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Programs Advance Historical Society’s Mission
by Laurie Minniti

At the heart of the Winchester Historical Soeiety’s mission are the many publie educational programs it schedules
throughout the year, These are generaﬂy free and open to anyone, and they are always opportunities for members and

friends to learn and have fun.

Starting last October with an event at the Iibrary, eo—sponsored with the Friends of the Winchester Public Library,
the programs continued in November. Tom Raphael, our ever-popular and informative octogenarian, gave a presentation
on the formation and development of the Middlesex Turnpike‘ This was followed in December by the annual Holiday

party, featuring an enthusiastic perﬁ)rlmnce by the ]ubﬂation Singers ---an extremely talented music and dance ensem-

ble of students from McCall Middle School --- who ushered in the holiday season with glee.

On March 5th Stuart Slavid of Skinner Auctioneers, appraisers of
antiques and fine art, hosted a “What's It Worth?” night. He
appraised ﬁfty ttems, looking for that one elusive one which would
make the owner an instant millionaire, True to Slavid’s warning that
“it never happens,” the evening became a trip down memory lane:
nearly all the items held more sentimental than monetary value.
Nevertheless, it was great fun to hear the stories behind each item

and realize that sentimental value is still worth its weight n gold‘

(:Untaginus enthusiasm flowed from the Joyous perﬁ:rmanct_ of Mc(Call

ThE SPri“g Progm—ms featured Dr' Ellﬂ]’l Kni-ght tﬂlki“g ﬂb()l.lt h()W Middle School'’s ]ubilatic)n Singerﬁ' at the H:}liday ]’arl:y. Pharo by WaltFinngean
the Aberj ona River shaped ‘Winchester while Winchester Shaped the
Aberj ona River, as well as Jack Kean talking about the history of the town seen through the eyes of the Rotary Club.

June first was again Town Day, and featured the perennial troﬂey tours and Strawberry Festival at Sanborn House. This was
followed in the fall of 2013 by another joint event with the Library about the histor}f of drinking in Boston, and a presen-

tation in October of historic Winchester seen in vintage postcards‘
SAVE THE DATES:

On Sunday December 8th at 2pm WHS will once again host the traditional Holiday Party. This is a great time to see the

Sanborn House decorated for the season and to usher in this wonderful time of year.

As the nation is commemorating the 150ch anniversary of the Civil War, the Society will be hosting programs that will
reflect both the issues that contributed to it and to the people who shaped it. On Tuesday February 4th Tom Lincoln, direc-
tor of the Royaﬂ House and Slave Quarters in Medford, will present a program around the theme “In Our Back yard"’

Mzr. Lincoln will be speaking about slavery in New England, foeusing on the Royall House, as it was probably the

largest slave-holding site in 18th-century New England. On Tuesday May 20th Steve Wood of Clarement NH will be

making a presentation in which he will impersonate Abraham Lincoln. N

A : New Year’s Eve Party!

. ]magine an evening of marvelous music, daring daneing, ravishing refreshments
and the company of good friends. Combine that with an elegant location, and
it’s time to party as we welcome 20141 We'll ring in the new year with a glass of
champagne, and in style‘ Dress your best --- black tie preferred --- and join us

for a fundraiser at Sanborn House. Great appetizers and desserts served beginning

at 9 pm -- all close to home and away from traffic and crowds. Come party!




Taste for Great Luxury Led to Sanborns’ Financial Ruin

Sanborns in the News
THE RUDDER 145

by Ellen Knioght

Oecasionaﬂy, while scanning old newspapers on other

subj ects, the name Sanborn serendipitously meets my

eye and adds to our knowledge of the first farnily of

Sanborn House.

One such instance reveals that Mrs. Sanborn chaired a

committee of Unitarian ladies which gave a series of three

“whist” parties early in 1910. The first two were for the
Sixty-Foot Power Crulser Helen E. Designed and Built by Murray & Tregurtha, Boston, Mass.

ladies exclusively, held in the afternoon. The third was an

- . . HELEN E of 11 knots per hour; also that she has proven herself
EVE]'ll.l'lg party WhICh Il'IClLIClECl gE]’ltlElTlCl'l. Thﬂ teas were Tae photo and drawings are of Helen E, a 6o-footer 27 excellent sea-boat in the weather conditions met

g ¢ hroughout the Summer.
e = designed and built by Murray & Tregurtha, of South L & .
held at the Calumet Club, whose Hall was decorated for Boston, Mass., for O. C. Sanborn, of Boston. Eene ommer fruised last Sutmer ol about Cape Cod,
The boat is quite heavily constructed with cak frames, “E ot nd and along the coast of blaine, an

. £ - . $ =] . iis S i very highly of the boat’s performance.
the occasion “with festoons of crepe, palms and ferns in  J Pl ok cin, sursie, with mein saison and state. - The cabin arrangement works out very well and the

room finished in white enamel with mahogany trimmings. glass sash aft permits the maximum of ventilation while

general color scheme of red.” After the final party, the Theﬂbielothow is finished in mahogany throughout. E:ﬂ;:‘im deck forward provides the necessary sea-
* by inch M’um &‘Tct arfgn;. Jith th ; fuel tah.l? The tnerai dimensions are as follows:
newspaper reported who took the honors for the evening il g by Sl g P £ives a passage- el i T
. 5 way from crew's quarters to the engine room, permit- T; hwol cerennnnns o5 ™
and dwulged such details as “the coffee and chocolate Hog e engineer to travel back and forward without dis- Bcr:f;thwextrm ..... ?:‘ .5 o4
turbing the guests in the pilothouse or main cabin. The ' e “
bl CI d - h CI - k kL . ) Cl builders state that Helen E is one of the best all-round Breadthon L w. L. ... 10 6
table was decorated with red pinks (earnanons) an cruising boats they have put out and develops a speed DIratght s snnss 3 “ig ®
“sandwiches, olives, nuts and cake were also served the
players.” The last party also included entertainment with 3 Ie

SOI’lgS sung ﬂl'ld “I'ECEI-.VE‘CI Wi.l_'l'l ITlLlCI'l favor” b)/ L'hE super—

visor of music in the public schools.

Mrs. Sanborn organized many functions in town, including
noteworthy benefits for the new Winchester Hospital, and
whist parties for the Ladies’ Friends Society at her “hospit-

able home” held while the Sanborns still lived on Central

Helen E. 40-60-H.F. Murray & Tregurtha Engine, Owned by O. C. Sanbara, Bosten, Mass

Strﬂﬂt‘ IL’ rnay bE SI.IPPOSECI that WI'IiSt was a popular garne

at Aigrement also.

Mr. Sanborn’s name is to be found on the front page of the Winchester Star of 25 August 1911 due to his love of boating.
The Star reports that a SO-foot speed cruiser designed for him by FD. Lawley was launched at the Lawley boatyard. However.
an article in the 1911 edition of The Rudder, with drawings and a photograph, states that it was designed and built by
Murray & Tregurtha of Boston (and confirmed by the Boston Globe.) Named for Sanborn’s daughter, the “Helen E.” is

“quite heavily constructed with oak frames and pIanking of 1-1/4” hard pine. The cabin is finished in mahogany outside, with
the main saloon and stateroom finished in white enamel with rnahogany trimmings. The pilothouse is finished in mahogany

throughout‘ T

“The builders state that Helen E. is one of the best all-round cruising boats they have put out and develops a
speed of 11 knots per hour; also that she has proven herself an excellent sea-boat in the weather conditions met througout the
summer. | he owner cruised last summer all about Cape Cod, Long Island Sound and along the coast of Maine, and speaks

P g g P

VEI‘}/ hlgl'll)’ 0{: L'hE boat’s perﬁ)rlmnee"’

Ab()l.lt a Cl()ZE]'l years later, Spﬂﬂdiﬂg ITlOl'lEY on b()ﬂtS was one thiﬂg cited d4s a cause {:01' Sanborn g()i.l'lg bl’()kﬂ‘
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Much Renovation Continuing at Sanborn House

Stained Glass Window i1s
Removed for Conservation
After decades of neglect, Sanborn House’s

central art glass window, “Summer Foun-
tain,” one of Winchester’s most beautiful
works of art, has been removed and sent

out {'-OI' restoration.

Serpentino Stained Glass Studio in Need-
ham has been contracted to undertake the
work, thanks to a generous grant from the
Griffin Foundation, matched by private
donations. Roberto Rosa and his crew of
assistants from Serpentino, removed the

window in September.

The glass was heavily soiled, the support-
ing lead cames were warped and pieces of
missing glass had been patehed with
green cellphane.

e

Developing the Landscape
bv Peter Wild
Stop by Sanborn House to see the new-

NI I

ly planted Martha Spears Verandah Gar-
den, a complement to other landscape
upgrades recently installed. Martha was

a member of the WHS Board and also
an avid gardener with a great appreciation
of historic landscapes. The Winchester
Garden Club has donated funds in Mar-
tha’s memory and the WHS Board of

Directors voted to dedicate the Verandah
Garden to her. Donations are still being aecepted for this lovely project.

New plantings, brick wa]kway surround the Verandah

Landscape Architect Martha Lyons’ designs for the House grounds, funded by the
Griffin Foundation, complement the period of the property. Boston Tree Preser-
vation provided pro bono construction services, Richard Walsh of Minuteman Con-
struction contributed a portion of the hardscape and site preparation, while Marthas
grandson Jamie Lewis, owner of Extreme Landscaping, donated and installed the brick
walkways. Some granite pieces from the old Marycliff Academy portico were reused to
contruct Verandah stairs. Mahoney’s Garden Centers contributed generously to the
start of the project, donating plant materials and trees to the front entryway garden. m

Lying horizontally ona large workbench, the window will be dismantled, cleaned and
rebuilt by hand, with a faithful recreation of the missing pieces of Tiffany—style

OPQ.IESCEHIZ ﬂﬂd layeted gISlSS‘

The window is expeeted to be re-installed sometime this coming January. Meanwhile,
it has been mnteresting to have a much greater amount of daylight in the upper
stairhall. m

Nancy Schrock .
X House Sitters Needed!

The Winchester Hisstorical Society is looking for reliable house
sitters toassist with private events rentals at the Sanborn House.
Assignments are scheduled as needed and pay $15/hour. Applicants
must be reliable, have regular weekend availability {and sometimes
weeknights) and have excellent references. Training about the Sanborn
House and its systems will be provided.

Please contact Site Manager Mergen Kelsey at 781.721.0135 or

Roberto Rosa directs removal of T i D . £ .- .
manager(cwinchesterhistoricalsociety.org for more information.

“Tuscan Garden,” Sanborn FHouse's
signature art glass window.
g g




More Sanborn House News

Gifts from the Past: Interpreting the Sanborn House

b}? Nancy Schrock, Curator of Collections

Each time you visit the Sanborn House, you will notice additions to our collections
of art and artifacts. These document either the history of Winchester or the history

of the Sanborn House. All are the result of generous donations.

This summer we received a signiﬁcant gift from Mary Hamlin, grand—daughter of
Oren and Rena Sanborn, who built the House. Among the objects in her bequest

is a beautiful bombé curio cabinet in the French Rococo style, a Neoclassical glass

and gold-plated brass urn and a leather and wood chair with a family crest (see page 7.)
We are fortunate to have received photographs from the current owner of the orig-

inal dining room furniture, and now own three original chairs.

These acquisitions provide hints about how the Sanborns decorated their granc] new
home. Like the building itself, the furnishings reflect both the lighter French style
of the Music Room and the heavier wood and plaster of the English Early Renais-
sance style of the Dining Room.

During the coming years we will be photographing and cataloging our collections,

: F i then entering both images and descriptions into an online catalog that will be avail-
T]'l].‘\' Fn:nc]‘l bl)mbl:’ curmey Cab'l]'lt't a]'ld thC urn at{:p

it were part of a gift of objects originally inthe  able through the Historical Society’s website. We welcome volunteers to join the
Sanborn House. Phioto by Jobn McCoacel project in January. If you have ever wanted to work in a museum or be more involved
in preserving Winchester’s past, please contact Margen Kelsey at 781.721.0135, or send an email to Nan cy Schrock at

curator@wi11chesterhistot‘icalsociety‘org‘ [

New Tenants Helping to

Renovate Second Floor Rooms

Three new businesses have recently moved
into Sanborn House and renovated rooms

on tI'IE SE‘C()I’ICI ﬂ()OI\

Paul Collins and his company, LabNew
England, occupy a room, as does archi-
tect Fulton Harley of FLH Architects
and John McConnell of McConnell+
Partners Architcts Inc, McConnell has
also had his fine art painting studio in

thE h(}USC for SEVEI'HI years.

Collins occupies the room renovated last
year as an Eagle Scout project, while Har-
ley and McConnell each had their own

contractors renovate t['lﬂil‘ rooms El.l']Cl

Architect Fulton Harley works in his newly-renovated Sanborn House office, which offers fine views of Winchester Center.

provide modern lighting. W Photo by John McConnell
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Photographs of Recent Historical Society Events

WHS Othicers and Board Members pose during the annual Hucict}-‘
H(:[ida}r party last December. Photo by Waltee Finneran

Jack Roll, John McConnell, Linda Whitehead, l’egg}-‘ Roll and
Fachel Roll at the annual Fundraiser. Photo by Walt Finneran

P b

Peter Wild presentiung some of his MNative Am-
erican artifacts. Photo by Carol Keller

_—
_[ack T“’(Jl'l1€}’< Hu.\'an KL‘al'_\ anc[ NZII'IC}-' :";C]'UT}C[\' Cﬂji“’iﬂg thL‘ NI:“’
\IJL‘ETIS E\'L‘ I,ETE}-' L‘[L‘gﬂl‘lCC.

TR R N E N

NL‘\V \[JCZU'IS E\’I: ﬂ_"\"L‘]lCJ'S: (suatcd. i‘-rtJrn [L‘Ft;l _[ac[\' \’\-'ra”w:}rk. _[(Ja]'l

Wallwork and Rick McKenna; (Ntanding, from [cI'_t} _[uc{_y Manzo,
Mike Manzo and Coleen McKenna. Phato by Walt Finneran

; : -
L - L L e T P
T e An origianl Sanborn House dining chair, recent- Looking down on the new Martha Spears Verandah Garden instal-
Carerers wm'king in the m:wl)f upgradud Sanborn House kitchen l)u' given b)r farnily descendants. Note the Sanborn  lation reveals the hcrringbnnt pattern of the brick paving.
during hehnmtal Findiaises: Dl b Wbl Fititecon coat-of-arms on 'the back.  Phow by John McConnell Photo by John McConnell
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MThe Winchester Historical Society

The mission of the Winchester Historical Society is to promote and awareness of Winchester’s rich history and share it with

the community. The Society achieves its mission by collecting and preserving historic records and artifacts related to Winchester;
by its educational programs, exhibitions and publications; and through its stewardship of the Sanborn House Historical and
Cultural Center, which serves as the home of the Society and is open to the community for exhibits, meetings and events.
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The Winchester Historical Society is incorporated as a S01 (c) 3 nonprofit corporation. Contributions are tax deductible. Thank you!
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