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Varied Presentations Highlight Society’s 2013-14 Programs Season

The Winchester Historical Society’s 2013-14 program and event £ °
season featured engaging speakers and topics, a number of ’
which celebrated the 150th anniversary of the Civil War, and A!

filled Sanborn House to overflowing. -
T8 16 In Owr Backyard: Northem o=
Slavery at the Royall House o

In conjunction with the Friends of the Winchester Library,
WHS began its offerings with an intoxicatingly fun presen-
tation on the history of drinking in Boston. This was followed
by the Society’s Annual Meeting in November and both the
Holiday and New Year’s Eve parties in December. The Febru-
ary program featured the presentation “In Our Own Back- E
yard,” a look at slavery in New England. The presenter was .
Tom Lincoln, Executive Director of the Royall House and T : : T— d g
Slave Quarters in neighboring Medford. In the eighteenth SIELLANCOM, 11 ve Director of the o
century the Royall Hc%ltlse waE home to the larges%hslavehold- ;h:;omxﬂ’ Dagirishie led::;ﬁ :::vrymy
ing family in Massachusetts and the enslaved Africans who '

made their lavish way of life possible. Lincoln gave the overflow audience an in-depth look at this little-known
facet of Massachusetts history.

March saw the WHS Potluck Dinner, which was an opportunity to view the the newly re-installed stained glass
window (see page 5.) April brought a presentation on preserving old photographs (see below,) followed, finally,
by a visit to Sanborn House by our 16th president, Abraham Lincoln (see below.) Laurie Minniti

Abraham Lincoln Visits Sanborn House
by Ellen Knight

Abraham Lincoln was welcomed to the Sanborn House on May 20th for an Even-
ing with Lincoln. As portrayed by Steve Wood (who has appeared as Lincoln
since 1995,) he told those present, “I share your interests in preserving our coun-
try’s history,” and repeated what he told congress a month before signing the
Emancipation Proclamation:

“Fellow citizens, we cannot escape history. We of this Congress and this adminis-
tration will be remembered in spite of ourselves. No personal significance, or in-
significance, can spare one or another of us. The fiery trial through which we pass
will light us down, in honor or dishonor, to the latest generation.”

Lincoln recounted stories from his visits to New England towns. He first visited
IalF Gt T Massachusetts, he said, in 1848 while campaigning for Zachary Taylor, the Whig

brought the 16th president to San-  Party candidate for president. As South Woburn was strongly  (next page, please)
born House in May.
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